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ORIENTATE (A_T_2.4_0443_)

Project: tOwaRds cIrcular Economy iN The AgriculTural sEctor
[bookmark: _heading=h.2k7ouzcwl34]
Selection notice for three Experts to support Job Shadowing activities (WP3), Feasibility studies focused on Pilot Projects (WP4) and Training in Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPCs) (WP5)
under the project ORIENTATE
CUP: E64H23001030007





ARCES Association is the Lead Beneficiary of the EU Funding project “ORIENTATE - tOwaRds cIrcular Economy iN The AgriculTural sEctor”.

The project total budget is € 2.550.400,00€ and it is financed for an amount of € 2.269.856,00 (89%) by the European Union (Interreg NEXT MED Programme 2021-2027). 

The ORIENTATE project aims to strengthen agricultural sustainability in the Mediterranean region by applying innovative circular economy models to transform waste generated from olive oil extraction and citrus fruit processing into high-value products. 

Drawing on pioneering Italian and Spanish practices, the project develops targeted solutions for key waste streams such as Citrus Pulp Depectinized (CPD) and olive pomace, establishing three pilot laboratories in Jordan, Türkiye, and Lebanon to demonstrate scalable approaches that convert agricultural by-products into animal feed and cosmetic ingredients, reduce environmental pressure, and promote a resilient circular economy.

ARCES Association (Italy) leads the consortium composed by the following partners: 

1. Regional Consortium for Applied Research and Experimentation – PP1 (Italy)
2. Low Carbony Economy Foundation – PP2 (Spain)
3. Kahramanmaras Sutcu Imam University – PP3 (Türkiye)
4. National Agricultural Research Center – PP4 (Jordan)
5. Planning and Development Association – AID – PP5 (Lebanon)


The project implementation period is 30 months (starting date 12/12/2025 – ending date 11/06/2028).



1. SCOPE AND TASKS / DUTIES REQUIRED 

The call for tenders is addressed to three experts, namely one Livestock Expert (Veterinarian), one Citrus/Olive Supply Chain Expert (Agronomist) and one Innovation Broker (Agronomist) that will be in charge of implementing the project activities within the framework of the Work Packages 3, 4 and 5 below detailed. 


1st Profile needed
One Livestock Expert (Veterinarian)

WP 3 – Two JobShadowing for five Partner' delegations (Italy, Spain, Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon)  

A 3.1.2 - Selection of TGs who will attend the Jobshadowing in IT and ES & selection of Hosting Farms
The expert will support the ARCES Project Management Team in the design and implementation of a survey, as well as in the identification and selection of olive and citrus processing and manufacturing companies involved in the production of livestock feed.
He/she will provide the ARCES team with a comprehensive list of relevant companies and key stakeholders operating in Sicily. In addition, the expert will participate in the Job Shadowing activities in Italy and Spain, contributing his/her technical knowledge and expertise in the project’s areas of focus.
Finally, the expert will be responsible for preparing a report on behalf of ARCES in relation to Work Package 4 (WP4).

A 3.1.3 - Jobshadowing for 5 Delegations (IT, ES, TR, JO, LB) to visit farms and attend 2 workshops
The expert will support the ARCES Project Management Team in the organization and implementation of Job Shadowing activities in both Sicily and Spain, including two thematic workshops (one day each) to be held in Spain and Italy. These workshops will bring together delegations from the Southern Mediterranean partner countries to exchange insights gained during the visits and to plan future pilot initiatives.
The expert will also be responsible for preparing and administering evaluation forms (at least 20) to participants involved in the Job Shadowing activities organized in Sicily.

All these activities will contribute to achieving Output 3.1. Participation in joint actions across border; JobShadowing in the EUMCs (IT ,ES).


WP4 - Designing and implementing 3 Demonstrative Pilot Projects of Agricultural Waste valorisation

A 4.1.1 - Elaboration of Technical Reports about on-site visits (e.g. models and technologies learnt)
Each delegation participating in the Job Shadowing activities in Sicily and Spain will be required to prepare a technical report. On behalf of ARCES, the expert will be responsible for drafting this report.
In addition, in collaboration with LCE (Spain), the expert will contribute to the development of a Joint Consolidated Technical Report summarizing the key lessons learned. This report will serve as a reference document for the pilot design phase (WP4).
To support the preparation of the Joint Consolidated Technical Report, a technical project meeting will be held in Palermo between the ARCES expert and LCE representatives.
The report will provide an overview of the circular economy practices observed during the activities, including techniques such as depectinized citrus pulp processing, acidification technologies and extraction through filtration, as well as modern olive pomace extraction methods.

A 4.2.3 - Realisation & testing of each Demonstrative Pilot project (1 lab) built in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. 
At least one expert from each EUPCs (ARCES, CORERAS, LCE) need to participate and travel to pilot countries (TR, JO, LB). The experts appointed by ARCES will be in charge of visiting each Demo Labs.
This activity includes the following sub-tasks: 
1. Collecting feedback from participants regarding the functioning of the Demo Lab; 
3. Laboratory Analysing: 
4. Documenting lessons learned or best practices; 
5. Making recommendations for next steps; 
6. Consumer testing. 


WP5 - Training targeting Experts and Representatives of Public Authorities from MPCs (Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon)

A 5.1.3 - Elaboration of training materials for the ToT (Training of the Trainers)
The expert will assist the ARCES Project Management Team in the development of teaching materials to be used for specific training activities for technicians and operators in the citrus and olive sectors, with a particular focus on the feed and livestock sector.
The expert, on behalf of ARCES, will elaborate the training materials for the Training of the Trainers (ToT) in collaboration with CORERAS and LCE representatives. Learning materials will be developed based upon the lesson learnt from the JobShadowing (Consolidated Technical Report in WP4) and the design, implementation and testing of the Pilots (i.e. Feasibility Studies).

These activities will contribute to achieving Output 5.1: Training Materials developed through cross-border cooperation.

A 5.2.1 - Organisation of 1 Training course in Turkey in the topic of Citrus waste valorisation
This activity consists of the delivery of training activities (face-to-face and/or distance learning, in synchronous and/or asynchronous formats) in Turkey, through the involvement of KSU. 
The ARCES expert, along with experts from CORERAS, and LCE, will execute the training with the following goals:
a) To transfer technologies from industrial mixing tests derived from CDP different (lemon, oranges, mandarin, etc) in order to create a novel feed for farm animals. 
b) To demonstrate the pilots' functionalities and success. 
c) To attract new users to adopt the Pilot models.

A 5.2.2 - 1 Training in Jordan “Reuse of Pomace" for feed for animal & active ingredients for cosmetics
This activity consists of the delivery of training activities (face-to-face and/or distance learning, in synchronous and/or asynchronous formats) in Jordan, through the involvement of NARC.
The ARCES expert, along with experts from CORERAS, and LCE, will execute the training with the following goals:
a) To transfer technologies from industrial mixing tests derived from OP different in order to create a novel feed for precision feeding of farm animals as well as to produce active ingredients for use in the cosmetics industry;
b) To demonstrate the pilots' functionalities and success;
c) To attract new users to adopt the Pilot models.

A 5.2.3 - Training in Lebanon “Reuse of Pomace" for feed for animal & active ingredients for cosmetics
This activity consists of the delivery of training activities (face-to-face and/or distance learning, in synchronous and/or asynchronous formats) in Lebanon, through the involvement of PDA.
The ARCES expert, along with experts from CORERAS, and LCE, will execute the training with the following goals:
a) To transfer technologies from industrial mixing tests derived from OP different in order to create a novel feed for precision feeding of farm animals as well as to produce active ingredients for use in the cosmetics industry;
b) To demonstrate the pilots' functionalities and success;
c) To attract new users to adopt the Pilot models.

These activities will contribute to achieving Output 5.2 - Joint Training activities delivered in the three MPCs (TR, JO, LB). On behalf of ARCES, the expert will deliver three training courses in cooperation with CORERAS and LCE, targeting professionals in the citrus and olive value chains.

Each course will involve at least 30 participants and will last 15 days (75 hours in total).





2nd Profile needed
One Citrus/Olive Supply Chain Expert (Agronomist)

WP 3 – Two JobShadowing for five Partner' delegations (Italy, Spain, Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon)  

A 3.1.3 - Jobshadowing for 5 Delegations (IT, ES, TR, JO, LB) to visit farms and attend 2 workshops
The expert will support the ARCES Project Management Team in the organization and implementation of Job Shadowing activities in both Sicily and Spain, including two thematic workshops (one day each) to be held in Spain and Italy. These workshops will bring together delegations from the Southern Mediterranean partner countries to exchange insights gained during the visits and to plan future pilot initiatives.
The expert will also be responsible for preparing and administering evaluation forms (at least 20) to participants involved in the Job Shadowing activities organized in Sicily.

All these activities will contribute to achieving Output 3.1. Participation in joint actions across border; JobShadowing in the EUMCs (IT ,ES).

WP5 - Training targeting Experts and Representatives of Public Authorities from MPCs (Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon)

A 5.1.3 - Elaboration of training materials for the ToT (Training of the Trainers)
The Expert will assist the ARCES Project Management Team in the development of teaching materials to be used for specific training activities for technicians and operators in the citrus and olive sectors, with a particular focus on the feed and livestock sector.
The expert, on behalf of ARCES, will elaborate the training materials for the Training of the Trainers (ToT) in collaboration with CORERAS and LCE representatives. Learning materials will be developed based upon the lesson learnt from the JobShadowing (Consolidated Technical Report in WP4) and the design, implementation and testing of the Pilots (i.e. Feasibility Studies).

These activities will contribute to achieving Output 5.1: Training Materials developed through cross-border cooperation.






3rd Profile needed
One Innovation Broker (Agronomist)

WP 3 – Two JobShadowing for five Partner' delegations (Italy, Spain, Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon)  

A 3.1.1 - Elaboration of JobShadowing Preparatory Guidelines on agricultural waste transformation 
The Expert will assist the ARCES Project Management Team r in developing the Job Shadowing Preparatory Guidelines to analyse current uses of citrus and olive processing waste.
The JobShadowing Preparatory Guidelines aims to understand existing applications of citrus fruit processing waste and the processing of olive's waste. These Guidelines refer to the use of technology to perform the two above-mentioned process. These guidelines will be essential for the representatives of three Delegations (Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon) who will attend the JobShadowing in Italy and Spain.

A 3.1.3 - Jobshadowing for 5 Delegations (IT, ES, TR, JO, LB) to visit farms and attend 2 workshops
The expert will support the ARCES Project Management Team in the organization and implementation of Job Shadowing activities in both Sicily and Spain, including two thematic workshops (one day each) to be held in Spain and Italy. These workshops will bring together delegations from the Southern Mediterranean partner countries to exchange insights gained during the visits and to plan future pilot initiatives.
The expert will also be responsible for preparing and administering evaluation forms (at least 20) to participants involved in the Job Shadowing activities organized in Sicily.

All these activities will contribute to achieving Output 3.1. Participation in joint actions across border; JobShadowing in the EUMCs (IT ,ES).


WP4 - Designing and implementing 3 Demonstrative Pilot Projects of Agricultural Waste valorisation

A 4.1.1 - Elaboration of Technical Reports about on-site visits (e.g. models and technologies learnt)
Each delegation participating in the Job Shadowing activities in Sicily and Spain will be required to prepare a technical report. On behalf of ARCES, the expert will be responsible for drafting this report.
In addition, in collaboration with LCE (Spain), the expert will contribute to the development of a Joint Consolidated Technical Report summarizing the key lessons learned. This report will serve as a reference document for the pilot design phase (WP4).
To support the preparation of the Joint Consolidated Technical Report, a technical project meeting will be held in Palermo between the ARCES expert and LCE representatives.
The report will provide an overview of the circular economy practices observed during the activities, including techniques such as depectinized citrus pulp processing, acidification technologies and extraction through filtration, as well as modern olive pomace extraction methods.
 
A 4.2.2 - Feasibility Study (FS) of 3 Pilot projects from the technical, economic & social perspectives
The Expert will support the WP Leader (CORERAS) to elaborate the following Feasibility Studies (FS):
a) 1 FS for the reuse of by-products from the citrus industry by considering feed mills and Farms operating in Turkey; 
b) 1 FS for Jordan and 1 FS for Lebanon, with twofold goals: 
· the reuse of pomace as a feed supplement for animal breeding; 
· the extraction of substances to be used in the cosmetic industry from olive pomace.
The expert will assist the ARCES Project Management Team in elaborating periodic assessment reports, to monitor progress in all Pilots Plants. The periodic evaluation meetings and periodic assessment reports serve as checkpoints to ensure that the project pilots are on track and meeting their objectives.

WP5 - Training targeting Experts and Representatives of Public Authorities from MPCs (Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon)

A 5.1.3 - Elaboration of training materials for the ToT (Training of the Trainers)
The expert will assist the ARCES Project Management Team in the development of teaching materials to be used for specific training activities for technicians and operators in the citrus and olive sectors, with a particular focus on the feed and livestock sector.
The expert, on behalf of ARCES, will elaborate the training materials for the Training of the Trainers (ToT) in collaboration with CORERAS and LCE representatives. Learning materials will be developed based upon the lesson learnt from the JobShadowing (Consolidated Technical Report in WP4) and the design, implementation and testing of the Pilots (i.e. Feasibility Studies).

These activities will contribute to achieving Output 5.1: Training Materials developed through cross-border cooperation.

A 5.2.1 - Organisation of 1 Training course in Turkey in the topic of Citrus waste valorisation
This activity consists of the delivery of training activities (face-to-face and/or distance learning, in synchronous and/or asynchronous formats) in Turkey, through the involvement of KSU. 
The ARCES expert, along with experts from CORERAS, and LCE, will execute the training with the following goals:
d) To transfer technologies from industrial mixing tests derived from CDP different (lemon, oranges, mandarin, etc) in order to create a novel feed for farm animals. 
e) To demonstrate the pilots' functionalities and success. 
f) To attract new users to adopt the Pilot models.

A 5.2.2 - 1 Training in Jordan “Reuse of Pomace" for feed for animal & active ingredients for cosmetics
This activity consists of the delivery of training activities (face-to-face and/or distance learning, in synchronous and/or asynchronous formats) in Jordan, through the involvement of NARC.
The ARCES expert, along with experts from CORERAS, and LCE, will execute the training with the following goals:
d) To transfer technologies from industrial mixing tests derived from OP different in order to create a novel feed for precision feeding of farm animals as well as to produce active ingredients for use in the cosmetics industry;
e) To demonstrate the pilots' functionalities and success;
f) To attract new users to adopt the Pilot models.

A 5.2.3 - Training in Lebanon “Reuse of Pomace" for feed for animal & active ingredients for cosmetics
This activity consists of the delivery of training activities (face-to-face and/or distance learning, in synchronous and/or asynchronous formats) in Lebanon, through the involvement of PDA.
The ARCES expert, along with experts from CORERAS, and LCE, will execute the training with the following goals:
d) To transfer technologies from industrial mixing tests derived from OP different in order to create a novel feed for precision feeding of farm animals as well as to produce active ingredients for use in the cosmetics industry;
e) To demonstrate the pilots' functionalities and success;
f) To attract new users to adopt the Pilot models.

These activities will contribute to achieving Output 5.2 - Joint Training activities delivered in the three MPCs (TR, JO, LB). On behalf of ARCES, the expert will deliver three training courses in cooperation with CORERAS and LCE, targeting professionals in the citrus and olive value chains.
Each course will involve at least 30 participants and will last 15 days (75 hours in total).

2. REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE THREE EXPERTS


GENERAL ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROFILES

To participate in the procedure referred to in this notice, candidates must meet the following requirements:

1. Italian citizenship or citizenship of a European Union Member State;
2. Full enjoyment of civil and political rights;
3. Not having been dismissed or removed from employment held for any reason within the Public Administration or any other public body;
4. No criminal convictions;
5. Not being subject to preventive measures, civil decisions, or administrative measures recorded in the criminal records register;
6. Not being aware of any ongoing criminal proceedings against them.

Citizens of EU Member States must also:

1. Meet all the below-mentioned requirements in their country of origin or residence;
2. Have an adequate knowledge of the Italian language (for foreign applicants).



SPECIFIC ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH PROFILE

1) Livestock Expert (Veterinarian)
1. Five-year degree, Specialist Degree, or Master’s Degree in Veterinary Medicine (LM-42), or equivalent qualifications under the previous Italian university system;
2. At least five years of experience in the field of circular economy applied to agri-food supply chains.

The experience referred to in point 2 above must be clearly declared and described in the curriculum vitae attached to the candidate’s application. The CV must be drafted in the form of a self-certification pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 445/2000.








2) Citrus/Olive Supply Chain Expert (Agronomist)
1. Five-year degree, Specialist Degree, or Master’s Degree in Agricultural Sciences (LM-69), or equivalent qualifications under the previous Italian university system;
2. At least five years of experience in the field of circular economy applied to agri-food supply chains.

The experience referred to in point 2 above must be clearly declared and described in the curriculum vitae attached to the candidate’s application. The CV must be drafted in the form of a self-certification pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 445/2000.





3) Innovation Broker (Agronomist)
1. Five-year degree, Specialist Degree, or Master’s Degree in Agricultural Sciences (LM-69), or equivalent qualifications under the previous Italian university system;
2. At least five years of experience in the field of circular economy applied to agri-food supply chains.

The experience referred to in point 2 above must be clearly declared and described in the curriculum vitae attached to the candidate’s application. The CV must be drafted in the form of a self-certification pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 445/2000.





GENERAL EXPERIENCE AND ORGANISATIONAL SKILLS REQUIRED FOR ALL PROFILES 

· Strong stakeholder engagement abilities
· Capacity to plan, schedule, and manage events, workshops, and training activities according to project timelines.
· Ability to work independently and collaboratively with Project Management Team and partner organizations.
· Good reporting and documentation skills to produce clear, structured outputs on events, workshops, and trainings.
· Good knowledge of English.
· Excellent experience in the use of the MS Office Package and software for the production of didactic materials.
· Demonstrated experience in international, cross border or multi-partner projects, preferably EU-funded initiatives such as ENI CBC MED, Interreg Italy Malta, Erasmus +, etc. 
· Availability to travel to partner countries (Italy, Spain, Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon) for events, workshops, and training activities.



Technical Expertise in Job Shadowing and Training (WP3 & WP5)
· Experience in developing Job Shadowing programs (Erasmus + , or other programmes)
· Competence in developing training materials
· Ability to organize technical training courses in multiple countries.


Preference will be given to those candidates who:
i. Have good knowledge of Interreg NEXT MED Programme or ENI CBC MED programme.
ii. Have good knowledge of the Italian language.



3. EVALUATION 
The evaluation committee will carefully review and assess both the professional titles and qualifications of the experts, as well as the experience and competencies demonstrated during the interview, in order to make a comprehensive evaluation of their suitability for the role.

4. DURATION
The position has a duration of 24 months, starting from the date of signing of the contract.


5. TENTATIVE STARTING DATE
End of June 2026

6. DUTY STATION:
Palermo, Sicily

7. PRESENTATION OF APPLICATIONS AND SELECTION PROCEDURES
The application form (AF) must be completed according to the attached form (Attachment A), dated and signed by the candidate (original, scanned copy or pdf with digital signature will be accepted). The application form must be accompanied by:

· Europass CV (original, scanned copy or pdf with digital signature will be accepted)
· A copy of a valid identity document

The AF must be sent by email to all of the following addresses:
· Mr. Alessandro Pernice (Project Coordinator) – a.pernice@arces.it 
· Mr. Giancarlo Amato (Financial Manager) – g.amato@arces.it 
· Ms. Clelia Giordano (Project Communication Manager) – communication.orientate@arces.eu  




The subject of the e-mail must state the following: “ORIENTATE SELECTION NOTICE for three Experts to support Job Shadowing activities (WP3), Feasibility studies focused on Pilot Projects (WP4) and Training in Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPCs) (WP5) under the project ORIENTATE”. CUP: E64H23001030007. 

8. DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting applications is 15 June 2026 at 1pm (Italy Local time).

Only those candidates with a profile deemed of interest and who meet the above-indicated requirements will be invited to interview.

9. TREATMENT OF PERSONAL DATA
The undersigned acknowledges that any personal data provided in connection with this call for tenders will be processed by ARCES in compliance with Legislative Decree 196/2003 and Regulation (EU) No. 2016/679 (GDPR) for the sole purpose of managing this procedure. The undersigned is aware of their rights under the GDPR, including access, correction, and erasure of personal data.
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